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the most violent and dangerous, owing to tlie extreme
suddenness of tlieir arrival. As to the west coast it
must be admitted that the warnings for storms coming
from the Atlantic are not unfrequently issued too
late.

In all that has been said I have treated of storms
as connected with simple systems of depression travel-
ling over the earth's surface. These systems are., how-
ever, subject to constant modifications by processes of
segmentation. Lesser eddies are found on the outskirts
of the original depression, which modify it and are
themselves modified by it. At times these latter
(secondary/ ' subsidiary/ or c satellite * depressions, as
they are called, develop greater energy than their
primaries, often travelling faster, and being proportion-
ately more dangerous and destructive. If we could be
certain that a system of depression, once formed, would
preserve its character and track unchanged for a
number of days, the problem of issuing warnings would
be comparatively simple; but this is very far from being
the case, and the constant changes in the size, shape,
track, and general characteristics of a storm system
are among the greatest difficulties experienced in the
way of correct forecasting of storms.

The motion of depressions is more or less dependent
on the general distribution of pressure, but all that
can be said here is that this motion appears to be
regulated by the position of the areas of high pressure,
the anti-cyclones. The depressions have a tendency to
revolve round the anti-cyclones, at least, speaking of
the north temperate zone, round their western, northern,
and eastern sides; but, as already stated, they very
rarely move from east to west in these latitudes, so that